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Let’s face it ...life is lived on a continual series of ups and dewOne morning you wake up
and find that you have the tiger by the tail afelis good. Everything is going your way and
you are enjoying the sweet taste of success. Y®clanbing to the top and you have
successfully conquered every challenge that has pesented to you. Then, out of the blue,
something changes. You are now running from ther tighose tail you have been pulling.
Everything has started to go wrong and you seeayewabout to hit the bottom. You find
yourself living in a fog of doubt and uncertainty.

We have all been impacted by shifting circumstangestable relationships, unreliable health,
economic downturns, and dying dreams; this istustention a few. We can all look back on
disappointing and heartbreaking things we haved@ace¢he past. We can see that life didn’t turn
out the way we had planned, or the way that it seagposed to turn out. Tragically, many people
allow their disappointments and heartaches to@andbaries on their hopes for tomorrow.
Crippled by their past, they fear being let dowd disappointed in the future. They end up
adopting the attitude, “it never works out for maiid shy away from moving forward.

The Past is Over

Joshua lived a significant portion of his life isl@adow. This was not a shadow of failure or
disappointment; instead, he lived in the shadowa gfeat personality, Moses. People from our
past can still reach out to us and impact how wektand act. Whether they were a positive or a
negative influence on us, they often dictate oesent steps.

God informed Joshua that Moses is deter the death of Moses the servant of thed, it

came to pass that thedkRD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assigayityg: “Moses

My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go olkiexr Jordan, you and all this people, to the
land which I am giving to them—the children of Efa(Joshua 1:1-2). This announcement was
far more than an obituary announcement. God wasdeloshua know that his predecessor, and
anything about his leadership that may have be@nigating to him in the past, was dead.
Please understand God was not making a negatiterstat about Moses to Joshua. Moses had
never done anything negative to Joshua. God wadsstating a fact that Joshua needed to
fully understand.

This raises an obvious question since Joshua gltaselv that Moses was dead. Why would

God bother telling Joshua something that he oblyalseady knew? Even though Joshua was
an outstanding leader in his own right, followimgthe footsteps of a giant of a leader like Moses
could prove to be intimidating and restrictive oirder for Joshua to embrace his God-appointed
tomorrows of leadership over the Israelites, heleddo be reassured that the past was over and
dead.



We need this same application applied to our he@ftgmtever, or whoever, has shaped our lives
up to this moment does not have any claim on wem@ wants to take us from here. Whatever
has intimidated us, caused us problems, or beapménting to us in the past, is DEAD! You
might be saying ... “Pastor, why would you say suthiag? How can you be so sure my past is
dead?” | am confident that our past is dead becalutbee dynamics of the Cross of Calvary. As
a matter of fact, the death of our past is whav&alis all about. Not only were our sins nailed
to the Cross; but all that restricts us, all timdimidates us, and all that disappoints us, isedail
there as well. Everything that would keep us franbeacing our God-appointed tomorrows has
been nailed to the Cross. The purpose for nailmghang to a cross is to make sure it dies there!

The Starting Place for Moving Forward

The starting place for embracing our God-appoitdadorrows is to acknowledge the dead
things of yesterday. Everything painful; everythinimidating; everything restrictive; and
everything disappointing is dead because of Calvary

However, it is also true that everything that wksigus and good, but which has served its
purpose in our lives, is dead. Tragically, manyi§€ttans never seem to let go of a great spiritual
season in their past. They seek ways relive it anerover again. They measure everything in
their today by yesterday’s standards, methods, iemoand events. They want everything in
their today to look; act; feel; and sound like g¥leing in their yesterdays. Tragically, they are
never able to move forward with God into a newimt adventure. They are always looking
back at a season that has served its purpose padtis

We all need to realize that everything in our pasiether good or bad, has served its purpose
and is dead! We now need to set our hearts on aspeitual journey and adventure into all that
God has purposed for us.

Embracing Your Tomorrow

The Lord settled the fact of Moses’ death with d@siHe then informs Joshua that all of his
tomorrows have already been provided f&very place that the sole of your foot will tread
upon | have given you, as | said to Moséiishua 1:3). Notice the words in this verse thaira
the past tense ..I have given you? God was not telling Joshua he would be markingtbe
boundaries of what God would like to give him. Guak telling Joshua that He had already
marked out the boundaries of what He intendedve @ him. In other words, God was saying
to Joshua, “Joshua, | have appointed and purpbeedety ground upon which you will be
walking to become the inheritance of My peopleadsrBy faith, walk into the land and embrace
what | have purposed for you!” Notice, all thatldea had to do was to believe Godmove
forward ...and take possession of what God had promisedhash@lready given to him.

When God is ready to do something new in our litds,up to us to make some choices.
Honestly ask yourself the following questions:

* Will | possess the full dimensions of what God pesmised to me, or will | be satisfied
with just a little corner of what has been promised purposed for my life?

* Will I be open to the possibilities that the Loraishgreater plans and broader horizons for
my life, or will I choose to live in the shadowsrafy past?

* Will my tomorrows unfold before me, or will theyngply fade away because | refuse to
move forward for fear of being disappointed again?



These are questions that we all face when it cdmdsaling with our past. When we have been
disappointed in the past, it can prevent us fromtiug to move forward into anything new.
Regardless of how much promise the future may agpd#old for us, we simply will not budge.
We would rather try to hold on to what we haveeast of risking our hearts in trying something
new.

Let’s take a moment and do some soul searchindhege . be as honest as possible. Just as it
was with Joshua, everything rides on the answergivee Let's examine where we are today
and what we need to do to move forward into our-@pgointed tomorrows with hope and
expectation.

Who or what in your past is dictating your acti@amsl/or controlling your thoughts in the
present? Take a moment and collect everything @ed/ene that has intimidated you; hurt you;
restricted you; or disappointed you. Now, add te tollection everything and everyone that has
been a blessing to you in the past, but whose saasaver, and their purpose for being in your
life has been served.

Now, let’'s use our imaginations and walk up Mouatv@ry together. Let’s stand at the foot of
our Lord’s Cross and nail our collections of th@ed@nd the bad in our past to the Cross ... let it
DIE! Let’'s walk away together and resist the urgéobk back at our dying past. Now, by faith,
let’'s walk into our God-appointed tomorrows andyf@mbrace all that God has promised and
purposed for us.

Acknowledge That Your Past Is Dead!
Realize, 6od has Already Purposed His Very Best for Youl

Embrace Your God-Appointed Tomorrow with Hope and Expectation!



