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We can all look back on disappointing and hearthrepthings we have faced in the past.
Circumstances have not been as we had plannedf@meak not what we had expected.
Tragically, as a result, many people allow thesagipointments and heartaches to set boundaries
on their hopes for tomorrow. They adopt an “it mewerks out for me” attitude and shy away
from moving forward with their lives.

The Lord settled the fact of Moses’ death with dmsiHe then informs him that all of his
tomorrows have already been provided fé&very place that the sole of your foot will tread
upon | have given you, as| said to Moses” (Joshua 1:3). Pay particular attention to thed'sr
words, ‘1 have givenyou.” All Joshua had to do was to embrace his God-egp@d tomorrow.
He had to believe God, go forward, and take pogses$ God’s purpose and promise.

Be Strong and of Good Courage

The Lord gives Joshua a three-fold charge and isgmteceded with the word®e strong and
of good courage.’"We read in Joshua 1:6-Be strong and of good courag@yr to this people
you shall divide as an inheritance the land which | sworeto their fathersto give them. Only be
strong and very courageouthat you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses
My servant commanded you; do not turn fromit to the right hand or to the left, that you may
prosper wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that iswrittenin it. For
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have | not
commanded you? Be strong and of good couragédp not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the
LorD your God iswith you wherever you go.”

The two Hebrew words that are used in this pasgageus insight into the Lord’s instruction to
“be strong and of good courageThe first word, thazag,” means to “lay hold of; to seize; to
get a grip on something.” The second woainthits,” means to “keep a firm grip; to not become
weak.” In other words, “Once you've laid hold aofkeep holding on. Stand firm on your beliefs
and stand your ground.” Each time the Lord tolchdiasto” be strong and of good courageit
referenced a different aspect Joshua needed in mréenbrace his God-appointed tomorrows.

Embracing God's Promise

First of all, God says to Joshithe strong and of good couragetiecause I've promised this for
your life. In Joshua 1:6 we reddBe strong and of good couragér to this people you shall
divide as an inheritance the land which | swore to their fathersto give them.”

In the sixth chapter of Hebrews, the writer teflfiow God sealed His promised blessings on
His people with two “immutable things.” First, & impossible for God to lie. Second, He sealed
His Word with an oath. In other words, “I promiggstand | promise to keep my promise.”



Whatever you are facing, find the promises of GMI@rd that fit your situation and then, by
faith, embrace that promise. Once you have embréiaegromise, keep embracing it. Don’t
allow your grip on the promise to weaken with tirreyour spirit, hear the Lord saying, “I
promise this in My Word and | promise to keep mgmise.” Believe God and, by faith, stand
your ground until the promise is fulfilled in yolife!

Embrace God's Patterns

The next challenge that God gave to Joshua wasrfoto follow all of the instructions that the
Lord would give him*“ Only be strong and very courageoubat you may observe to do
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn fromit to the

right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go” (Joshua 1:7). God did not give
Joshua permission to amend His instructions. Josfasao simply, and completely, obey.

We would do well to understand that we will notdide to navigate the pathway into our
purposed tomorrows by ourselves. Our iron willstoength of our character is not enough to
bring us into the obedience we must walk in. Wajkiimo our purposed tomorrows will require
us to embrace God’s Word by faith. Our walk oftaitill then allow us to witness what the
Lord has purposed for us. Like Joshua, we are inendatitude to amend the principles or
teachings of God’s Word. We are expected to coralyletbey and follow all of the Lord’s
commands. It is only by the power of the Holy Spitiho makes God’s Word come alive in us,
that we will enter into our God-promised, and Gaglgpsed tomorrows.

God reinforces the necessity of following the patsevithin His Word with the promise of our
prospering in all areas of our lives in Joshua8,7©nly be strong and very couragegubat
you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not
turn fromit to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. his Book of
the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you
may observe to do according to all that iswritten in it. For then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will have good success.”

Our prosperity will come when we submit to the Lerplatterns for living. The word that is
translated, “prosperous,” means ... “you will knowe tinght thing to do at the right time and in

the right way.” The verse is not restricted to phemise of financial prosperity or the
accumulation of material things. It is also a refere to the promise of having wisdom for daily
living ... practical wisdom that makes life work. eitloesn’t work based on our worldly
possessions and financial resources. Succesg iddgends on our obedience to stay on the path
God has ordained for the fulfillment of all of Hisomised blessings.

Embracing God's Presence

Perhaps the greatest of all of the promises of i§tlte promise of His abiding presence;
“Have | not commanded you? Be strong and of good couragdp not be afraid, nor be
dismayed, for the LORD your God iswith you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). God told Joshua:

“Be strong and of good courage
... no matter how difficult life would be in the daigscome.
“Be strong and of good courage
... no matter how fearful his circumstances would enhiin as he led future battles.
“Be strong and of good courade
... ho matter how confusing or frustrating the chadles of leadership would become.



The only reason that Joshua could remiagtnong and of good couragé|s the promise that

God was going to be with him every step of the wigsz.no wonder Moses didn’t want to
continue his journey leading the Israelites throtighwilderness without the confidence that the
Lord was going to make the journey with them. Ohabeof the people, Moses cried out to the
Lord; “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here” (Exodus 33:15).

Our passion for God’s presence should be greaaerdbr passion for His miracles. Our passion
for God’s presence should be greater than ourelésiHis blessings and provisions. If God is
with us, then everything else we need will be tagare of in His mercy, grace and faithfulness.
Remember, it is God who not only gives us the psesiibut grants us the ability by our faith to
posses them.

The purpose of God for us in embracing our tomosrtnanscends our own gratification in life.
While the blessings of God belong to us, the highagose we can find in life is to help others
find what God has purposed for themBe strong and of good couragér to this people you

shall divide as an inheritance the land which | swore to their fathersto give them” (Joshua 1:6).
Certainly Joshua would share in the blessingsefttomised Land, but God also intended for
Joshua to divide those blessings among the chilofrésrael.

Today ... Right Now ...
Make the Decision and Commitment to:

Fully Embrace God's Promises
Fully Embrace God's Patterns

Fully Embrace God's presence

RISE UP ..
Embrace Your Tomorrows with Hope and Expectation ...

"BE STRONG AND OF 600D COURAGE!”



