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Throughout history, there has been an ongoing dedmato what degree things are “predestined”
and therefore, they just automatically happen. @kisate in both society, and in the church, has
tended to place the emphasis on fatalism, or onéigative. Perhaps you have heard the old joke
about the theology professor who believed thatyesiergle detail of life was predestined by

God. One day, the professor fell down a flighttairs. Picking himself up, he was heard to say,
“Well, I'm glad that’s over with.” Truthfully, the¥ is no such concept revealed in the Scriptures.

On the other hand, neither is there any teachiniginvihe whole of Scripture that indicates that
man has the capacity to effectively control his aestiny. While it is true that we do have the
freedom of “choice,” our freedom to choose stiledamot bring the wisdom we need to make our
lives work. The vanity of our flesh causes us topase that we do not need God’s wisdom. Our
vanity will also lead us to wonder if we need Goddnything at all. We assume that in our own
strength, we can achieve the best purposes fdiveas:

It will only be through a partnership with the Lditat we will truly succeed in life. Living life

in partnership with the Lord allows us to draw ois isdom in order to make wise choices.
God’s wisdom, coupled with our choices, will ultitaly bring us into the fullness of all that God
has purposed for us. We are all on a journey ¢t faith the Lord. We must learn to trust Him to
take us to the place that we need to be. Ultimateat place can only be attained if we choose to
allow Him to lead us there. It is at this pointuar journey we realize that we need to accept the
Lord’s offer for partnership in order to arriveatr God-appointed destiny.

Preordained Destiny

The Psalmist gives us insight to God’s amazingkioogvledge in Psalm 139:18pur eyes saw
my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your thamkall were written, the days fashioned for
me, when as yet there were none of théfinen considering the concept of “preordained
destiny,” the Bible reveals that we were in the anii God before the creation of all things. Be
careful though; this does not mean, as some rekgieach, that we existed before conception.
However, this does mean that we were a part ofldige plan and purpose.

The day will come when we will stand in the cowtddeaven and discover that the Lord
thought of us before the creation of all things. Wik also discover that He pre-planned and
provided for our salvation from the damning plagfisin. The record of Scripture states that
Jesus was thd.amb slain before the foundations of the wdrldis through the blood of Jesus
that we are redeemed from sin. According to thed)Mour redemption was purposed before
creation. This is one of the great mysteries of \Gd can relax in knowing that we will never
be able to figure this out by our limited humanitognd understanding. We can, however,
accept this as a fact by placing our faith in God & His Word.



Choosing a Partner in Life

We need to realize that this is the only life that and | will ever have this side of Heaven ...
each of us only has one life to live. This is cantrto what some religions teach and what some
Hollywood celebrities espouse. No matter what yavuehdone in the past, when this life is over,
you can rest assured you will not come back tchessta spider or a monkey. Who you choose
as your partner in this life, will determine whatgpens to you when this life is over. When it
comes to partners, there are only two choices: @@&htan.

If you should choose to make Satan your partnéfeinyou will discover that his agenda
towards you is not a favorable one. Jesus saidhn 10:10, The thief comes to steal, kill and
destroy’ The ultimate loss is the loss of your eternalls®his horror will encompass being
forever separated from God. God'’s plans for us niemtuded being separated from Him. The
horror of hell is unimaginable and impossible te@aately describe. In hell, you will live a life
without any hope; without any purpose; or withowoy direction. Your future will be an endless
existence as you suffer insignificance. Your soreosw suffering will be compounded because
you will be aware of your hopeless condition atiaties.

If you should make the wise choice and make God pattner in life, you will discover that His
agenda towards you is filled with intended blessidigsus said in John 10:10have come that
you might have life and have it abundaritBeremiah 29:11 tells uskbr | know the plans |

have for you,” says thedrp. “They are plans for good and not for disastergiee you a future
and a hopé€.The blessings of God usually do not come withioials. However, God uses these
trials to exercise and strengthen our faith anoluitd our confidence in Him. These trials will
result in our spiritual growth. When we face thégags, we discover the strength and resources
that God has to bring us through in victory. Whemnahoose to make the Lord our partner in

life, there comes an increasing sense of secuméyassures us of His sustaining grace.

Ask God

We need to begin to honor our partnership withLivel by asking Him to lead us through every
moment of our lives. The Psalmist prayed in Psaln*bead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness
because of my enemies; make Your way straightéeiei We need to ask Him to make us
sensitive to His leadings throughout our day. I'ot talking about such foolishness as one
saying, “Lord, should | turn at the next cornervyé&ime a sign if You want me to turn.”

We need to be careful not to miss the significasfc@mply asking God about the things that are
transpiring in our lives. When we ask God aboutrghéng, we are acknowledging our
partnership with Him in all matters of life. We ogmize that the Lord has an opinion about all
of our decisions; all of our activities; and allair relationships.

Another reason we need to ask God about everythiogr lives is because of our enemjéss
stated in Psalm 5:8. We need to be aware that we dmmenemy of our souls. That enemy seeks
to intrude into our lives in order to spoil what@leas purposed for us. We need the Lord’s
resources to successfully steer our lives arouadntinusion of the enemy. Again, our asking the
Lord about everything declares our dependence antblideliver us from our enemy’s snares.

Consider the words of the Psalmist in Psalm 91He3who dwells in the secret place of the
Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Ahtyigl will say of the &rb, “He is my

refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him | will triisBurely He shall deliver you from the snare
of the fowler and from the perilous pestilence



Trust God

As we walk in partnership with the Lord, we seestant evidence of His care, provision,
protection and deliverance. As we consider thiswlkielming evidence of God’s faithfulness to
us, it increasingly deepens our trust in the Ldtte Psalmist prayed in Psalm 16:Ryéserve
me, O God, for in You | put my trdst.

Many of us have prayed, at one time or anotherrdL.bdon’t understand why this is happening
to me, but, | put my trust in You to bring me thghuthis in victory. | am asking You to advance
Your kingdom through me and that Your purposestgtife will be accomplished.”

Love God

When we make our commitment to walk in partnerstith the Lord, our habit will be to ask the
Lord about everything. “Lord, what do You think aibehis?” We will learn to listen for His
answer and then place our trust in His judgmené Féalmist stated a wonderful promise from
the Lord for those who love Him in Psalm 91:14-1Because he has set his love upon Me,
therefore | will deliver him; | will set him on Hig because he has known My naide.shall call
upon Me, and I will answer him; | will be with himtrouble; | will deliver him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him, and show him Mglvation”

Loving God is something that vehioose to do. It is not an automatic reality it.is a choice! As
we grow in our faith, we discover the amazing disiens of His faithfulness. It is then that we
begin to realize just how rich and rewarding olatienship and partnership with the Lord really
is. Our religiosity will drop off with every pasgirday of living in partnership with the Lord.
And, with each passing day, we tap into more anternbHis nature. Once we have accepted
the invitation to partner with the Lord, we musififlour end of the partnership by walking the
pathway of commitment. Our commitment to partngrstith the Lord will look like the
following:

We live byasking God about everything in our lives!
Ourasking the Lord gives evidence to our having learnettust the Lord!
Ourtrust in the Lord will give way to our developing a ddepge for Him!
Our love for the Lord will birth our conviction to live aocding to thepatterns of His Word!

Let me get personal for just a moment: Honestlyp Wave you chosen to be your partner in life?
Are you keeping your end of the partnership, grogr claim of partnership merely lip-service?
Imagine the difference a partnership with the Leaild make on your family; on your

finances; on your career; and in all of your relaships.

Make the Lord your Partner in Life!
Ask the Lord about Everything!
Trust the Lord in All Things!
Love Him with All Your Heart and Understanding!






