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It is both embarrassing and frustrating to stunalgjein in an area that you thought you had
under control. The overwhelming sense of shameuglt to deal with. This is especially true
after you promised God that you would never stunabjiain in that area of life ... but you did.

Abraham had returned to Egypt and he again stumibiiedthe same trap of lying for self-
protection. His memory of how God had previouslingged him had obviously dimmed.

Just like Abraham...Our past spiritual victories will not precludefasm being
victimized again in the same area.

Just like Abraham...When we experience a spiritual victory over theraw,
we are called to stand in that victory.

Just like Abraham...It is our responsibility to guard that area of weass so that
we do not return to it and fail again.

The Apostle Paul pleads with the church of Galabato return to bondage after being set free
in Galatians 5:1Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Chhias made us free, and do not
be entangled again with a yoke of bondage

God’'s Over-Ruling Providence

When we are totally surrendered to God’s will, tleed will not let us miss it as a result of our
weakness or failures. When our hearts are absplot@hmitted to God, He will over-rule our
weakness by making available to us His strengttettyy our flesh and keep moving forward in
pursuit of His will. Understand, God does not ouge our weakness apart from our requesting
Him to do so. He will not over-rule our will and Kell not over-rule our right of choice.

This is not to be interpreted as a license torf@ckless or in open rebellion to the Word of God.
We need to realize that even though God'’s stretogtivercome our weakness is available to us
upon request, we are accountable for our actionsaCtions are nothing less than the fruit of
our choices.

We read in Genesis 20:2 of Abraham’s weakness sndiliingness to protect himself at any
cost;Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is myesiSAnd Abimelech king of Gerar sent
and took Sarahit is obvious from this verse that Abraham hadeakness for self-preservation.
He was willing to risk the well-being of his wif8arah. He didn’t act in faith even though he
had previously totally committed his heart to GAiraham'’s total commitment of his heart to
God is recorded in Genesis 14. The occasion dbkas surrender to God took place just prior to
his meeting with the King of Sodom. Abraham haéadly met with Melchizedek, the King of
Salem, and had raised his hand in an oath of alegito God. When the King of Sodom asked
him for the unthinkable, Abraham countered hisoffgh a statement of his total commitment
to God in Genesis 14:2But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raisgdhand to the
LorD, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and é&arth.



... But 6od

Abraham had lied to Abimelech, the king of Gerae.thHld him that Sarah was his sister so
Abimelech took Sarah and added her to his collaatiovives. Notice how God responds to the
situation, in Genesis 20:But Godcame to Abimelech in a dream by night, and saiuirg
“Indeed you are a dead man because of the womamwlou have taken, for she is a man’s
wife.” There are two very powerful words found in Ges&4l:3 ...“ but God”

The words;’but God,” are a theme that runs through the Scriptures fB@mesis to Revelation.
Over and over again, men have made wrong choites; lave created messes beyond any hope
of recovery. We can relate to this. How many of warng choices have created circumstances
that we thought were beyond recovettt God” steps in and redeems the mess.

* Consider young Joseph. He was sold into slavetyi®pwn brothers.

As for you, you meant evil against rhat Godmeant it for good, in order to
bring it about as it is this day, to save mangpie alive(Genesis 50:20).

» Consider young David. He was running for his liienh the jealous rage of King Saul.

David stayed in strongholds in the wilderness] esmained in the mountains in
the Wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every loatyGoddid not deliver him
into his handl Samuel 23:14).

» Consider the confident words of the psalmist Asaphe waited on God to deliver him
from his fears and doubts.

My flesh and my heart faijut Godis the strength of my heart and my portion
forever(Psalm 76:26).

» Consider the stinging words of rebuke spoken by Baghe Day of Pentecost.

You killed the author of liflgut Godraised him to life. And we are witnesses of
this fact(Acts 3:15)!

» Consider the comforting words of Paul to the Cdwignd Church.

Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entetedhe heart of man the things
which God has prepared for those who love HBot. Godhas revealed them to
us through His Spirifl Corinthians 2:9-10).

Notice that even though Abraham was wrong, Godrooéd Abimelech, a pagan king. God
talked to Abimelech in the middle of the night andtivated him to cooperate with His will for
Abraham’s life;But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night,said to him, “Indeed you
are a dead man because of the woman whom you &lkee, tfor she is a man’s wife. Now
therefore, restore the man’s wife; for he is a grep and he will pray for you and you shall live.
But if you do not restore her, know that you skallely die, you and all who are yours.” So
Abimelech rose early in the morning, called all $&svants, and told all these things in their
hearing; and the men were very much afr@enesis 20:3, 7-8).



God’'s Redeeming Grace

God'’s redeeming grace can transform our fear iath.fGod honored the integrity of a pagan
king and kept him from sinningsnd God said to him in a dream, “Yes, | know that gid this
in the integrity of your heart. For | also withhejdu from sinning against Me; therefore | did
not let you touch her{Genesis 20:6). Think about this for just a momenif God will stop a
pagan king (with whom there was no covenant ratatip), what will God do for us? We are
His redeemed, covenant children!

Whenever we operate out of the integrity of ountsgave don’t have to be afraid of missing
God'’s will. God will honor our integrity and thetemt of our hearts to walk in His will and
ways. We can pray with confidence ...

“Lord, | believe You have shown me something Yowtae to do ...
Therefore, I'll move forward in the integrity of nheart ...
| submit this situation to You ...
I trust You to stop me from moving forward if | reamissed you.”

God remained faithful to Abraham even though Abraliad not been faithful to God. Genesis
21:1-3 records the faithfulness of God to fulfiilsHbromise to give a son to Abraham and Sarah;
And the lorD visited Sarah as He had said, and tlerb did for Sarah as He had spoken. For
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his gé at the set time of which God had spoken
to him. And Abraham called the name of his son wé® born to him—whom Sarah bore to
him—Isaac

God was faithful even though Abraham was slow spoad in faith to God’s promise. God was
faithful even though Abraham stumbled repeatedlyisnweakness. Abraham’s slow faith and
stumbling weakness did not stop God from fulfilliHgs promise to him.

This raises the question ... “Why was God so faithduh man that seemed so challenged in his
faith and in his ability to keep his weakness uraetrol?” The answer is simple ... Abraham
was experiencing the power of a total commitmera taithful God. Abraham’s heart was totally
committed to God. On the basis of that commitm&ig was equally committed to Abraham
and was committed to fulfilling His promises andgases in Abraham’s life.

This is incredibly good news for us. When our heart totally committed to God, He will
honor our commitment in spite of our weakness. Baseour heart’'s commitment, God will do
whatever it takes to move us forward into His \&illd purpose for our lives.

When we are totally surrendered to God's will ...
He will make sure we don't miss it!

God's grace can transform our fear into faith!

6od always honors a committed heart!



